Open sesame! Coxsackieviruses conspire to trespass the tight junctional gate.
In the January 13 issue of Cell, Coyne and Bergelson describe an "Open sesame!" strategy developed by coxsackieviruses to invade the organism through the intestinal epithelium. The strategy involves coopting intrinsic signaling abilities of the apical GPI-anchored protein DAF to open the tight junction barrier, gain access to the primary receptor CAR, and activate virus internalization by a caveolin-dependent pathway.